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AS I SEE IT . . . in running 
back through camellia literature, the 
past hi story of parentage of camellia 
plants is sketchy, to say the least . 
Seedlings are " of unknown parent­
age," and well -tried plants' are " of 
unknown ori gin. " Now this either 
proves that the keeping of records 
on p lan ts, particularly camellias, is 
a bit of bookwork that nobody pays 
much attention to, or else it proves 
that the ." family tree s" of camellias 
aren't very important. Or maybe 'it 
proves nothing. And , maybe I, from 
my vantage point of a veteran of one 
year's experience with things camel­
lianic, just don't know what I'm 
talking about. 

But take horses, thoroughbred 
horses. Their pedigrees run back 
through generatio ns ; b r e e d e r s 
wouldn't think of not noting down 
the dam and sire of every foal. 
Cattle, same thing. Of course, horses 
and cows are a little bit easier to 
keep track of individually than ca­
mellia plants, I'll grant. But any 
pro pagater will tell you that camel­
lia p lants have, ind ividual character­
istics lik e human beings or animals. 
Even a bit of " temperament", oc­
casionally, they tell me. 

In the records of some of the fi ne 
old southern gardens, the notations 
run that "Miss Sally think s that she 
remembers that her U ncle Sh rop­
shire told her that Captain Brassbut­
tons brought thi s plant to Virginia 
in 1821. " Thi s, of course, mak es fine 
'ro mantic reading, with the mouth­
fill ing syllables of old nam es, old' 

: :~ o;' :: ' 2 

places, old time s ; but as hi storic 
record, it isn't worth a tinker's. Miss 
Sally's memory probably isn't what 
it used to be-:-so another fine camel­
lia plant has to go down ' factually 
into the records as "of unknown 
parentage." 

.So things get into a very fine mess, 
as far as the naming .of families and 
varieties is concerned, and someone 
with the background knowledge to be 
able to spot a true -Hapsburgchin or 
a Hohenzollern lip ha s to come along 
and straighten things out. That's 
where the Nomenclature Committee 
gets in its very best licks. 

All of which brings us to the 
poi nt, that the re is a new edition of ' 
the Nomenclature Book now in the 
works. It will contain about one­
third more classifications than the 
present . book , and will be .the ' most 
authent-ic and informative book of 
the kind anywhere available. 

If you have any friends who have 
been teetering on the fen ce ab out 
putting up the necessary for mem­
bership in the Society, here is the 
clincher that should convince them 
absolutely. ... ... ... 

E. C. Tourje recently broke hi s 
sta nding rule abo ut never giving ariy 
speeches, and went down to Temple 
City and gave them a rousing talk 
on Seedling Culture. Incidentally, 
his article on the subjec t in the Ca­
mellia Research Bulletin , issued last 
year, has now become "must" read­
ing , for anyone who contemplates 
giving up the time, energy and de­
votion necessary to pull a batch of 
seedlings through the nursin g-bottle 
sta ges. ' 

In his ta lk, Mr . Tourj e recom­
mended that before placing the seeds 
in the germinating medium, the y be 
soaked overn ight in water , and said, 
"This serves two purposes ; it softens 
the hard outer coat, or shell and 

. separates the better seeds from the 
(Turn to page 18) 
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Growth & Flowering Characteristics 

of 87 Camellia Varieties 
By FERRIS S, BATSON 

(R eprinted with permission of the author and th e publication 
from "Mississippi Farm R esearch," Iune, 1951) 

P ART ' I 

C AMELLIA varieties frequently are chose n for landscap e uses entirely on 
. the basis of the appearance of the fl owers. Thi s is not enough infor­

mation to guide one in selecting the most desirable va rie ties for various uses, 
since there are many other qualifications that should be considered in 
selecting varieties. Some important considerations include vigor , shape of 
plants, branching. habit, characteristics of the foliage, season of bloom. 
flower production, tendency of flow ers to " bull -nose" and .susceptihility of 
blooms and plants to cold injury. 

Little information has been published that will serve as a guide for selec­
tion' and adaptability of various camellia varieties. Since such information 
is needed at thi s time, thi s progress report of studies underway is released, 

. even though further study may reveal characteristics of certain varieties not 
apparent thu s far. Since came llias vary in growth and flowering habits 
und er different conditions, it is realized that some of the information given 
in thi s publication will not apply in all localities und er vary ing conditions. 
The information presented was coll ected from expe rimental work conducted 
at Mississippi State College and from gardens and nurseries located in south 
Mississippi and south Alabama. 

Explanations of the classifications given in the accompanying tables may 
be helpful in studying the characteristics of various varieties. 

I 

Vegeta tive G rowth Cha racteristics 
Variety : 'The variety nam e is the preferred nam e according to The Ca­

mellia , Its Culture and Nomenclatur e, published by the Southern California 
Camellia Society. Common ly used syn onyms have been shown in some cases, 
however. the preferred variety nam es listed are, in most cases, commonly 
used in Mississippi. ' ' 

Rate of Growth: Information regarding the rate of growth will be helpful 
in selectin g plants for various landscape uses. One should be cautious in 
selectin g varieties that ordinarily hav e " weak" growth, since such varieties 
are more likely to be unsatisfactory and many are highly susceptible to die­
ba ck. Slow growing .varieties are often desirable for certa in landscap e situa­
tions such as base plantings around smalle r buildings, low border plantings, 
small gardens, tub specimens or small group plantings. On the other hand, 
fa st growing plants are more desirable for landscape plantings such as bor­
der s or mass p lantings in which fast growth and development are desired . 
Fa st growing plants usually are easier to grow, especially for the beginner, 
and such varieties may be less exp ensive for the nurser yman to p roduce; 

Shape 0/ Plants: Th e forms occurrin g most commonly are illustrated by 
the accompanyin g drawing. Th e fo rm of a variety will tend to vary some­

" • 3 • 
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what und er differing growing condition s. Plants growing in uncrowded
 
sunny situations tend to grow more formally and com pactly than in shady
 
places. Globose, subglobose and picturesqu e forms are genera lly bett e r
 
adapted to use in group or ma ss border plantings. Pyramidal and ovate
 
shapes are more formal and less widely adapted to use in landscape
 
plantings. Although these typ es are sometimes used . in groups, they are
 
better adapted fo r use as specimens, allee plantings and formal areas. Too
 
of ten camell ias have been used as sing le specimens in the front yard. A more
 
pl easin g effect may be attained if more thought is given to the entire plant­

in g design of an area in which many varieties are used. More often va rieties
 
should be chosen that .combine well with other plants to give a gro up or
 
ma ss eff ect in which the shape of any particular plant is not so apparent.
 

. ,~, .Compactness: The degree of compactness will vary according to th e ag e, 
/~vigor and conditions under which plants ar e growing. Plants growing as
 

specimens in a sunny location will usually grow more compactly than plants
 
in dense shade. Although vigor and enviro nment affect th e degree of com­

pa ctn ess there is a definite inherited or varietal difference.
 

Texture: Texture of a plant is determined largely by th e size of th e leaves. 
Although there is not a grea t difference in the texture of various varieti es, 
th e .diff erence is wid e enough to be considered in ,selecting varieties for 
plant combinations. In most instances, pl ants of simil ar texture should be 
used together in a gro up . As compared with other species of sh rubs, most .'~ 

camellia varieties are of medium coa rse texture. Coarse textured plants are 
usually more pl easin g when seen at a distance than at close range. Al so such .. 
plants seem out of sca le when used in a small area. When using coarse tex­
tured plants in ba se . plantings around buildings; a more harmonious com­
bination is secured with coarse textured buildings made. of such materials 
as s~ingles , rough boards or faced brick. 

Color of Foliage: The value of the foliage of plants is often underesti­
mated, Attractive 'rich green foliage the entire year is sometimes more valu 
able than blooms for a sho rt time. Fo rtunately the camellia is hi ghly valu­
able for its dark green glossy foliage, colorful mass of flowers and lon g 
blooming season. Th e darker, glossier foliage of certain varietie s is hi ghl y 
desirable for more refined areas. In combining various species of plants or 
camellia varieties into groups thc color of the foliage should be cons idered: 
More often plants with simila r color of foliage should be used to gether. 

Cold Resistance: Camell ia varietie s vary in resistance to co ld injury. This 
fa ct should be considered, pa rti cularly in selecting va rieties for landscape 
plantings in north Mississippi or other ar eas north of the camell ia belt. 
Th ere are inh erited differences in cold resistance of varieties as well as dif­
ferences and cultur a l treatments of plants. The various cultura l tr eatment!' 
that affect winter ha rdiness often cause confusion. One Pink Perfection 

. variety, for instance, may be badly injured while another of the same variety 
a short di stance awa y ma y suffe r littl e or no injury because of the difference 
in the growing conditions. 

Plants fertilized heavil y during th e growin g seas on, particularly in late 
summer causing mu ch new growth. will be more susceptible to cold inj ury 
than plants that have been fertilized moderately. in the spring and ha ve made 
.new growth during sp ring only . Older plants are usually injured less than 

(Continued 'On page 15) 

• 4 • 

Some Interesting Things I Have
 

Learned About Fertilizer
 
By JOSEPH G. HOLLAND 

President , American Cam ellia Society 

THIS is not a scientific article as I am not a scientist, I am not an 
authority, I am not an exp ert and I am not a professional. I am just 

a pl ain old countryman who love s Camellias and I spend practically all 
my spa re time during the growing season working in our garden, trying 
to care for their needs, so that .we will ha ve healthy plants that will pro­
duce good flowers. 

I believe that proper fertilizing will tak e care of most of the diseases 
that we have in Camellias, and for , that reason I prefer normal, strong, 
healthy growth, rather than lon g, whippy gr owth. This latter type not only 
gets' the plant out of proportion but tend s to weaken it in every way and 
make it more susceptible and less resistant to all di seases. 

With this in mind, I decided to study the chemical elements that are 
con sid ered by plant exper ts as essentia l to plant life and then try to tell 
in a ' plain simpl e way just what these elements are supposed to do, and 
why the y are necessary for plant growth and development. 

I understand there are probably more than forty elements found in dif­
ferent plants, but not mo re than fift een ar e actually needed to grow healthy 
camellias and a number of these a re found in good soils that 'a re rich in 
humus and will be mad e available as plant food by the additi on of ' some 
elements named. Th ese elements that the plants mu st have in soluble form 
are nitrogen . phosphorus, potassium, oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, calcium, 
magnesium, ir on, mangan ese, sulphur, copper and boron and traces of 
most of thes e, as stated ab ove, are in most ri ch soils. 

Nitrogen ' is an essentia l element in all growing cell s. It produces a 
healthy dark green color in th e vegetative parts of th e plant. It in creases 
leaf, stem and flower growth, and it promotes rapid early new growth . 
The nitrate forms act promptly since the y depend for solubil ity only upon 
th e normal supply of moi sture in the soil, and they are non-acid formin g. 
The nitrat e form is easily and quickly soluble in water and is at once 
available and probably does force a maximum first growth but it al so 
leaches out fa st and is not available for later development. 

The organic nitrogen feeds soil microorganisms during their decomposi ­
tion of low-nitrogen organic material thereby making thi s food available 
for the plant and nitrogen derived from organic sources is slower inac­
tion because of the changes the nitrogen mu st undergo in order to be 'of 
use to the plant. 

It is my personal opinion that nitrogen derived from organic sources 
such as cotton seed meal, castor bean meal, animal tankage ' or by-products 
is better for camell ias , as it releases the nitrogen more slowly as the or­
ganic matter deteriorates, feeds the plant over a longer period and does 

(Continued on page 19) 
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relationships by Kin g Lear and 
Ethel Weber. :lo :lite .e»: I Mrs. Baldwin Wood , Thelma Dale 
and Charlotte Bradford are threeBy EVELYN W. JOHNSON 
sisters of .the camellia world, as are 

Last winter we add ed Finlandia another famous trio : Elizabeth, Eliz­
and Finlandia Var. to our collec tion. abeth Pink and My Lad y. 
Like man y other camelli a collectors, There is a lovely quartet of the 
newly inf ected by virus " Camelli ae", Duchess of Sutherland family: 
we had at ,first avidly sought as Claudia Phelp s, Ruth Boyer, Pa tr i­
man y of the newest introductions as cia Burks and Thelma Sanford. 
we could then acquire. Our coll ec­ Ville de Nantes. Ville de Nantes 
tion lacked result, memb ers of Var., and Lady Kay would make an as a 
the Finlandia family as well as some interesting and beau tiful fa mi ly 

group planted together, eith er -in the oth er old favorites .
 
Family ? My thou ghts rocketed to ground or in tub s or pots-.
 

possibilities- for a camell ia garden
 / Hikaru Genji, priority nam e for 
with members of famous camell ia IJerme, long called Jordans' Pride 
fa mil ies growing in group plant ings. is a wonderful flower and plant by 

A visit over , the teleph one with any nam e, however unpronounce­
Bill. Woodroof soon established the abl e! Space for thi s large camellia 
following fam ous camell ia family famil y would include Hik aru Genji 

Pink, Beauty of Holland, Colonial tr ees: 
Dai ' Kagura Var;, Dai . Ka gura Lad y, Bastita, C. P. Mor gan , Doris 

, Red, High Hat and \Joshua E. Youtz. Madalia, Egret. Lookaway, Powells' 
This family is an all ~t~e fa vorite. Pink, Spring Sonn et, Princess Lu­
Good performance, .heautiful early cille and Quaintance. 
blo ssoms, variety of color ; they, as Lady Vansittart, Lady Vansittart 
mature plants recur in bloom later Red and Yours Truly are another 
thru midseason . beautiful trio . 

Chandleri Elegans, Chandleri . Baronne de Bleichroeder, Bleich­
Elegans Pink and C. M. Wilson. ' roeder Pink, Mother of Pearl and 
Champions all! , Otome White. 

Gigantea and Ja cksoni. A small Mathotiana, Mathotiana Sp ecial , 
fam ily this-but illustr ious beauty Mathotiana Supreme, Red Wonder, 
is an understat ement. Laura Dash er and Flower wood 

Of the Pae oniaeflora famil y these should prove an exciting Camellia 
are justly famous offspring: family to observe for many years to 

Pink Lady, Strawberry Blond e, come. 
* * ?~

Paeoniaeflora Rosea, P . .Rubra, and 
Birthdays, anniversaries and the P. Alba. 

Donckelari has many , nam ed Christmas season for gift giving ar e 
strains but Bill Woodroof says they especially happy occasio ns fo r us 
are all Donckelari. fr iends of camell ias . There is no 

Adolphe Audusson, Adolphe Aud­ more satis fyi ng sensation than the 
usson Var. and the fabulous Aud­ glow which warm s the heart after 
usson Special. These three are a 'the , gift of a prized camelli a to one 
fam ily group worth y of a ver y who will love and cherish it. 
p rominent locat ion to hi ghli ght an y I telephoned a local florist to ask 

if they could " gift wrap" a camell ia garden. 
The famous Finl and ia, Variegated plant. The charge for a professional 

and Red form s ar e joined in family ' (Turn to page 16) 
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SUMMER TRIP THROUGH THE 
, SOUTHLAND 

By RALPH' PEER, Los Angeles 

P ART II 

(Continued from th e October number) 

Jacksonville, Fl orida, has produced man y camellia addicts, Although 
we stayed the re onl y one ni ght we were very fortunate to be able to renew 
our acquaintance with Mr. and Mrs. John Sewell , who have devoted al ­

i~ most every inch of thei r compara tively small garden to camellia ' culture . 
We had the unique experience here of inspecting their camelli a growing 
activities quite late at night and with the aid of flashlights. Momentarily, 
we expected the police to arrive to investi gate the strange garden activities 
after midnight. 

-,Not far north of Jacksonville, and fr onting directly on the Atlantic 
Ocean ,' is Fernandina, Florida, home of the Gerbing Nurse ry . The cl imate 
here is such that camell ias come close to growing wild and without att en­
tion, which no doubt accounts fo r the wonder ful reputation of the Gerbing 
plants. We spent a pl easant afternoon with Mr. and Mrs. Ralph May. 
present operators of thi s enterprise, and before leaving sat down with 
them to a local style fish dinn er which will al ways serve as a gastronomical 
reference mark. , 

It must be remembered that all of thi s tim e we had been driving through 
unusuall y hi gh t emperatures, and und er humidity conditions which were 
really painful to residents of Southern Cali fornia. So far as po ssible, we 
had stopped at air-conditioned hotels every night, and thu s gained some 
relief. We decided, however . that the time had arrived to take a rest , and 
accordingly arranged a two-day "holiday" ,at The Cloisters, a world-famous 
resort hotel front ing on the ocean and located on historic St. Simons Island 
near New Brunswick, Georgia. We had a deli ghtful rest, as planned, but 
not knowin g the extent to which we might be bored by such ideal but 
non-camellia surr oundings we had taken the precaution to advise Mr. and 

. Mrs . Albert Fendi g of our arrival. 
The visit to their hom e on Sea Island not many mil es away provided us 

with an opportunity to inspect many historic spots. The Fendig home is a 
reco nstruction of a very an cient edifice, located on a tid al river which is: 
I believe, a part of the Inter-coastal Waterway-the canal which runs from 

l' New Jersey to Florida . It is assumed that thi s spot once served as an 
Indian camp ground. Later it became the landing port for a nearby town. 

I 
~ 

j 
, In more recent years an orange grove was established here, bu t has not 

amounted to much. Now ,the Fendigs are converting it into a camellia for­
est- or atIeast that is what it will be twenty year s from now, judging by 
present developments. Mr . Fendig, a camell ia enthusiast of very hi gh order, 
is part of 'the 'enterp rise known as the "American Camellia Catalog," and, 
in fact, supplies the ' descriptive matter printed therein. He is extremely in ­
terested in nomenclature problems, and is continually delvin g into the 
history of old varieties. At the risk of creating the impression that we ate 
our way from Hou ston to New York, I must again report that we found 
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the typical Sea Island luncheon at the Fendig home quite in line with th e 
traditions of southern hospitality. We saw paintings of a pink sport of a 
loca l white variety Selma Sh elander, whi ch when offered for propagation 
should prove out standing. . 

Our next stop, Savannah, Georgia, proved to be one of th e rea ll y great 
camellia cities. Camellia shrubs and trees are' to be seen everywhere in 
private and public gardens. It was here that the first meeting was he ld 
which led to the establishment of th e American Camellia Society; 

Savannah's outstanding , cam ellia citizen' is witho ut doubt Jud ge A. W., 
Solomon, who has been a cam ellia devotee for at least thirty-five yea rs . 
Hi s ma gnificent estate in the eas tern suburbs contains many fine camell ia 
tr ees and a very up-to-date collection of modern ra rities. One of his early 
activities was to visit Europe and to bring back from Guichard Soeurs of 

!~	 Nantes, France, a more or less complete collection from their nursery. 
The survivors of this adventurous effort are now large trees, some of 
which are the parent p lants from which dis tr ib ution was effected in the ., USA. Through ' his extensive grounds Judge So lomon has created many 
fine vistas, all , ' of course, bordered by camellias. Hi s collection of azaleas 
is likewise outstanding. He ha s surrounded himself with hun dreds of rare, 
subtropical plants. 

We stayed longer in Savannah than had been planned, and con sequently 
had less time than anticipated to spend with our friends, Dr. and Mr s. 
H.	 G. , Mea ling of South Augusta , South Carolina. 

The ancient but well preserved Colonial mansion whi ch is the ancestra l 
Mea lin g home is surrounded by a large ga rden area, much of which has 
been turned into a commercial nursery bu sin ess. The Meal ings grow many 

' seedlings and hav e been sing ularl y fortunate in developing new varieties. 
Of spec ial interest is the large, white semi-doub le Diddy Mealing, now 
available in many nurseries. The pink sport known as Pink Diddy hal' 
been develop ed and will be offered in 1952 . This region was treated to 
a particularly hard ,and prolonged cold spe ll so that the Mealings feel 
that their prop agating efforts have been set back about two years. ' 

Since the inception of the Camellian, Mr s. Peer 'and I have been corre­
sponding constantly with the Editor, Mr. Frank Griffin. We were, there. 
fore, very happy that we could pa ss through Columbia, South Carolina, so 
that we might meet him personally. He ha s become one of th e most dy­
namic character s in the camellia world, not only because of the great sue­
cess of the Camellian , but also on account of the extremely rapid growth 

~ of th e South Carolina Camellia Society, which he helped to organize. 
Before arriving in Columbia, our two -day visit had been well planned 

and we found that every minute was tak en by cam ellia activities. Dur ing 
'i' our first day we attended a luncheon at the horn e of Mr. and Mrs. Calder 

Seibels, where we met many of the local camell ia enthusiasts. Mr. Seibels 
is a vice -president of the South Carolina Cam ellia Society , and al so of the 
American Came ll ia Society. Ma ry Seib els is, likewise, very active and con ­
tributes muc h of her tim e to local horticu ltural activities. . She is a charm­
in g hostess and we greatly enjoyed the alfresco luncheon in the patio ad ­
join ing the Seibels' home. The pine forest originally growing in th is part 
of Columbia has been preserved so as to provide shade for a very large 
camellia collection completely surrounding the house. . 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Featured thi s month on our cover is the lovel y C. Mrs. Howard Asper, 

for which the plates'were loaned to us by Descan so Distributors. 

Here , we wish to thank Desconso not a lone for the loan of this month's 
p lates, but also for the wond erful coop eration they have shown us at all 
times, in maki ng color plates available for our cover s, in supplying info r ­
mation for our articles and for all the help they are ready to give amateur 
camellia growers. 
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NOTES, NOTICES and NEWS ' 

NEW OFFICERS FOR POMONA VALLEY SOCIETY 

At the first fall meetin g of the Pomon a Board of Director s. the foll owing 
were elected to serve as officers for the coming year : Harold E. P ear son. 
president; Ed Heimerl , vice president ; Hollis Tomp kins, treasurer ; J. Mv 

_Hartke, Secretary: C. D. Cothran becomes the editor of the " Camell ia News," 
the society's bulletin . Committee Cha ir men were chosen as follow s : Charles 
Da vis, publicity ; Ja ck Hain s. camellia show; Cla rk Thomas. gardens ; 'f ed 
Allan, hospital ity, and Mrs. Dorothy Martone, membership. 

~ 'fhe Directors have set the dates for the Pomona Camell ia Sh ow as Febru­
a ry 23 and 24, unless unforseen circ umstances should intervene, 

, 
CENTRAL CALI FORNIA 
'. 

All officers 'of the Central California Society ha~e consented to serve for 
another year, and ha ve been una nimously approved by the memb ership. 
Homer Wil son was elected to be Show Chairman. with Keane. Pett ey, Hol ­
la nd, Coll ier and Mel Gibb s on his committee . Dat es for thei r show' have 
not been selected as yet. . 

New meetin g place of the society is the Elementary School Auditori um of 
Fresno State College, Weldon Ave. at the ju nction of College Ave., instead 
of the High School Auditorium where they met formerl y. 

SOUTH CAROLI NA 

.Th e Clemson Agricultural College, Cle'mson, S.C., has established a Ca­
mellia Test Garden. Th is institution, recognized throughout the agri cultural 
world as a leader in its field, is located in the P iedm ont foothills, in the 
northwestern section of South Carolina. . 

Clemson has a widespread extension division with man y experimental 
stations throughout the state, ' and are leader s in pest control and disease 
control in form products. They operate in cooperation with the State De­
partment of Agriculture. Clemson ha s a staff which includes a number of 
ardent camell ia enthusiasts, including PresidentR. F. Poole. 

.';# Camell ias will be tested not onl y for cold resistance, but al so for hardi­
ness, and other qualities. This will be no simple registrati on test ga rden, to 
determine the quality of individual varieties. Th e camellias at Clemson will 
und er go all forms of study and tests, and findings will be avai lab le to the 
camell ia worl d. Records will be kept on various phases of the tests and thi s 
information sh ould prove invaluable to nurserymen, as well as to amateur 
grow ers. 

This camell ia Test Garden will be und er the sponso rship of the South 
Carolina Camellia Soci ety. They will be glad to have the coop eration of 
all other camell ia societies and will welcome inquiries from them. 

~ , 

• 11 • 



"OUR COVER FLOWER
 
Featured thi s month on our cover is the lovel y C. Mrs. Howard Asper, 

for which the plates'were loaned to us by Descan so Distributors. 

Here , we wish to thank Desconso not a lone for the loan of this month's 
p lates, but also for the wond erful coop eration they have shown us at all 
times, in maki ng color plates available for our cover s, in supplying info r ­
mation for our articles and for all the help they are ready to give amateur 
camellia growers. 

BOO RMA N' S
 
'. CAMELLIA GARDENS 

Featuring Your Favorite New & Standard Varieties '
 

SPECIMEN PLANTS REDUCED 25 TO 50 PER CENT
 

9328 'EAST BROADWAY, TEMPLE CITY • ATlantic 6-3401 

For The Thrill .ef your Camellia 

READ 
THE WIDELY ACCLAIMED 

Life 

Camellian 
A MAGAZINE DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO CA MELLIA S, ISSUED IN 
JANUARY, MARCH, SEPTEMBER and NOVEMBER IN CO-OPE RATION
 
W ITH THE SOUTH CAROLINA CAMELLIA SOCIETY. MEMBERSHI P
 
INCLUDING 4 ISSUES OF CAMELLIAN $3.00. 

. SAMPLE COpy FREE ON REQUEST 

Make Application to
 

C. Norwood Hastie, Jr.• Treasurer
 

Magnolia Gardens Johns Island, S. C.
 

.010 • 

NOTES, NOTICES and NEWS ' 

NEW OFFICERS FOR POMONA VALLEY SOCIETY 

At the first fall meetin g of the Pomon a Board of Director s. the foll owing 
were elected to serve as officers for the coming year : Harold E. P ear son. 
president; Ed Heimerl , vice president ; Hollis Tomp kins, treasurer ; J. Mv 

_Hartke, Secretary: C. D. Cothran becomes the editor of the " Camell ia News," 
the society's bulletin . Committee Cha ir men were chosen as follow s : Charles 
Da vis, publicity ; Ja ck Hain s. camellia show; Cla rk Thomas. gardens ; 'f ed 
Allan, hospital ity, and Mrs. Dorothy Martone, membership. 

~ 'fhe Directors have set the dates for the Pomona Camell ia Sh ow as Febru­
a ry 23 and 24, unless unforseen circ umstances should intervene, 

, 
CENTRAL CALI FORNIA 
'. 

All officers 'of the Central California Society ha~e consented to serve for 
another year, and ha ve been una nimously approved by the memb ership. 
Homer Wil son was elected to be Show Chairman. with Keane. Pett ey, Hol ­
la nd, Coll ier and Mel Gibb s on his committee . Dat es for thei r show' have 
not been selected as yet. . 

New meetin g place of the society is the Elementary School Auditori um of 
Fresno State College, Weldon Ave. at the ju nction of College Ave., instead 
of the High School Auditorium where they met formerl y. 

SOUTH CAROLI NA 

.Th e Clemson Agricultural College, Cle'mson, S.C., has established a Ca­
mellia Test Garden. Th is institution, recognized throughout the agri cultural 
world as a leader in its field, is located in the P iedm ont foothills, in the 
northwestern section of South Carolina. . 

Clemson has a widespread extension division with man y experimental 
stations throughout the state, ' and are leader s in pest control and disease 
control in form products. They operate in cooperation with the State De­
partment of Agriculture. Clemson ha s a staff which includes a number of 
ardent camell ia enthusiasts, including PresidentR. F. Poole. 

.';# Camell ias will be tested not onl y for cold resistance, but al so for hardi­
ness, and other qualities. This will be no simple registrati on test ga rden, to 
determine the quality of individual varieties. Th e camellias at Clemson will 
und er go all forms of study and tests, and findings will be avai lab le to the 
camell ia worl d. Records will be kept on various phases of the tests and thi s 
information sh ould prove invaluable to nurserymen, as well as to amateur 
grow ers. 

This camell ia Test Garden will be und er the sponso rship of the South 
Carolina Camellia Soci ety. They will be glad to have the coop eration of 
all other camell ia societies and will welcome inquiries from them. 

~ , 

• 11 • 



f\ f\ 

SUMMER TRIP by Peer .. . from page 9 

Frank and Marie Griffin ha ve their hom e not far, away , likewise having 
the advantage of the or igina l forest. Their property runs from one street 
to another, and that portion in the rear of the hou se slopes downward at 
just the ri ght an gle for proper camell ia culture . Thi s is an ideal camellia 
situation, and the Griffins are hard at work making their property in to an 
outstanding camellia garden. Frank Griffin ha s been a camellia enthusiast 
for man y years, but it is only since he und ertook the publication of the 
Camellian tha t he has been bitten by the colle cting bu g. He is an expert 
grafter and has used up most of his available und erstock in an effort to 
ha ve more of the new vari eties than an ybody else in South Carolina! 

The success of the Camell ian is a father and son affair-they work to­
gether in the real estate offices where much of the development of , the 
newer sections of Columbia was planned. 

During our second day in , thi s fri endl y atmosphere we attended a lunch­
eon given by memb ers of the South Caro lina Camellia Society in our 
honor at the Country Club. Camellia enthusias ts came from far and wide 
and we had the opportunity to discuss new and old camellia problems far 
into , the afternoon. 

While 'enroute to Charleston we stopped for a short tim e at the home 
of Judge Marvin M. Mann at St. Matthews, South Caro lina. Judge Mann 
was the first president of the South Carolina Camell ia Soci ety, and ha s 

, ' been, a camellia fancier for at least twenty years. 

A book would be , needed to write ' the camell ia hi story of Charleston , 
South Carolina. Both Magnolia Gardens and Middl eton Gardens have a 
camell ia history, extending ba ck more than one hundred years. At nearby 
Summerville, the Tea Farm, develop ed by Dr. Shepard about six ty years 
ago. is extremely. int erestin g. We were the guests of Mr. and Mr s. C. 
Norwood Hastie, present owner s of Magnolia Gardens, and inspite of the 
intense heat un covered much valuable information abo ut camellias and 
their history. At bot h Magnolia Gardens and Middleton Gardens there are 
hundreds of came llia varieties never nam ed and not propagated commer­
ciall y. The present owners feel that these camell ias are not greatly different 
from other and similar varieties a lrea dy on the market. and the y are not 
at the present time making an effort to introduce varieties which even 
thou gh very beautiful would not be suffic iently different. During the long 

CALIFORNIA REDWOOD PLANT TUBS 
Th ere is more fun in gardeni ng-better results, too, when you ca n co ntro l the 
soil, sha de a n'd water conditions. Doubl ing in du ty and decoration . 
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existence .'of these plantations thousands of camell ia seed lings hav e devel­
oped and they in turn have p roduced other generations of seedlings . Ca­
mellias grow wild in thi s region and it is quite an expe rience to w alk 
through the camell ia thi ckets which ha ve sp rung up . Some of the camellia 
tr ees are fifty or sixty feet high: 

Th e old estate of Mr. Cannon Prettyman a t Summerville contains a 
ver y fine collection of good varieties. An unusual items is a hedge devel­
op ed from C. 'sinensis- tea plants brought from the Tea Farm. It is ever ­
green ' and is very satisfactory for hedging. Once each year it bears a 

,crop of small, white, sing le flower s. 
The Walter Allan Nursery is al so in Summerville. Many fine, new varie­

ties ha ve been developed here and more are to come. Mr. Allan is a 
great camel lia enthusia st . ' 

After leaving Charleston we felt that we had passed through the camell ia 
territory, only to receive a great surprise when we reached Wilmington. 
North Car olina, and visit ed the home of Mr. and Mrs. S. L. Marbury. 
Th eirmodern home. sur rounded by extensive lawns and gardens, provides 
a wonderful setting for a fine camell ia coll ection. Occasionally, cold win­
ters ar e encountered and consequently a large glass hou seIs used to safe­
guard the tender varieties which are planted in containers . There are, 
however , hundreds of la rge and fine camell ias planted out of doors through 
the winter, and Mr . Marbury reported that there had been practicall y no 
cold damage in recent years . 

Ar Norfolk where snow in wint er is not at all unu sual , we found a very 
extensive and ver y beautifu l camell ia garden under development in the 
pin e woods adjacent to the Municipal Airport. This enterp rise must be 
cr edit ed to the per sisten ce and ingenuity of Mr . Frederi c Heutte, the dis ­
tin guished horticulturist who is in charge of Parks and Gardens for the 
city of Norfolk. Eventually, he will have tens of thousands of camellias 
growing und er the pine trees in a beautiful natural sett ing, with sma ll 
lakes as a back ground. Mr. Heutt e is personally most enthusiastic about 
camellias and the resu lts ar e to be seen by even a casual visitor to Nor­
fo lk . In the public gardens and .a round public bui ldings hundreds of 
camell ias a re plant ed. Thi s has mad e camell ias very popular and one 
not es that there are man y new camellia plants to be seen around the new 
hom es in the resid enti a l district. ' 

Ther e are many ver y fine camell ia collec tions in and around Norfolk, 
but we had time to visit onl y one or two of them. Th e landscaping around 

'" CARTER'S CAMELLIA GARDENS 
525 EAST GARVEY AVENUE, MONTEREY PARK. CALIF. 

Standard and Rarest Varieties. ,,~ . 

Including Strewberry Blonde; Virgiris Blush and' Light Pink Sport 
of Chandleri Eleg ans' '-:" , 
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the home of Mr. and Mrs. Alan' J. Hofheimer consists largely of groups of 
camellias. I was assured by Mr. Hofheimer that only recently he had been 
compelled to almost double the size- of his property in order to take care 
of additional camellias. 

After tea and cocktails at the home of Mrs. Charles Grandy, we attended 
a dinner at the Yacht Club, arranged by the local Camellia Society. The 
next Annual Meeting of the American ·Camellia Society is to be held in 
Norfolk in March, 1952, and already plans are being discussed to make 
this a memorable occasion. 
.A- few hours before arriving in New York we stopped at Norristown, 

Pennsylvania, to visit Dr. and Mrs. S. Lehman Nyce. Dr. Nyce carries on 
camellia culture in the same manner as the enthusiasts in Boston, Brook­
lyn and Philadelphia who made the first importations from England. He 
has more or less three hundred plants enclosed in a fully automatic green­
house which is attached to a wing of his home. During the winter this 
greenhouse,is heated by a special thermostatically controlled oil furnace. 
In the summer it is thrown open so as to provide the maximum circulatio:ri. 

In ·this fa'~ northern outpost of camellia cultivation a remarkable new 
variety has been developed and christened S. Peter Nyce .. .It seems that sev­
eral years ago on a trip to the southern States Dr. Nyce purchased a plant 
which he presumed was a very fine Nagasaki and it':/has been so identified 
by many persons. The plant was shipped to his greenhouse and continued 
to grow in the ordinary pendulous manner of the variety Nagasaki. For 
no apparent reason a ·"leader'~ appeared at the top of the plant and went 
upward almost to the roof. Dr. Nyce noted that the leaves on this "leader" 
were. about double the size of the leaves at the bottom of the plant. When 
blossoms appeared on this new and unusual branch they were fifty percent 
larger and more definitely marked than the blossoms at the bottom of the 
plant. Dr. Nyce has raised three grafts from this unusual mutation; and all 
of them have the same characteristics as. the original branch. 

Throughout our trip we found considerable cold weather damage at 
every point south of Wilmington, NorthCaro1ina.~ We noted,however, 
that the large plants apparently destroyed by the freeze were mostly send­
ing out new shoots, and we also found that many old plants which had 
been severely damaged were compensated for this by throwing off extra 
heavy foliage and a copious supply of buds. We believe, however, that 
the 19S0 freeze will gradually be forgotten and that there will be no 
permanent damage to camellia enthusiasm. 
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CHARACTERISTICS from page 4 

plants only a few years of age. Temperatures of 10 to 20 degrees below 
freezing in the fall or early winter will cause more cold injury than similar 
temperatures in mid-winter after there has been enough cold previously to 
harden. the plants. Sudden lowering of temperature damages plants more 
than gradual lowering of temperature over a period of 24 to 48 hours. 

Quick thawing of plants causes more injury than gradual rise in tempera­
ture after a severe cold. Plants growing in the open which thaw rapidly in' 
the sun following a severe cold are more likely to be inj ured than plants that 
thaw slowly in a shady place. Plants located onthe north side of a building, 
underneath evergreen trees or other situations that allow slow thawing' of 
the plants will be less subject to cold injury. Temporary cover placed over 
plants will ·be helpful, particularly in sunny locations, because it provides 
some protection against sudden freezing and considerable protection against 
quick thawing. 

The relative ~esistance of various varieties to cold inj ury is shown in the 
accompanying tables. This information was obtained by the following pro­
cedure: Twigs 2 to 4 inches long, similar to cuttings used in propagating, 
were collected from plants in Lucedale, Mississippi. The plants from which 
twigs were taken, on January 19, 1951, were growing under uniform soil 
and cultural conditions. The plants were about 8 to 15 years of age. In most 
instances all twigs of each .variety were taken from a single plant. The near­
est weather station shows that 'during the period from November 1 to Jan­
uary 19 the minimum temperature was 18°F., the average daily minimum 
temperature was; 35.2°F. and the temperature was below. freezing 28 days 
during this period. These twigs were placed in cold storage ·at 20°F., 14°F., 
7°F., OOF.., and -7°F'.~, respectively, for 24 hours. Five to seven twigs of 
each variety were used in each temperature treatment. The temperatures were 
gradually lowered to the desired level over a period of 3 to 6 hours, the 
lo~ger time being required for the lowest temperature treatment. 

Thawing, following the cold treatment, "vas gradual; the lower tempera­
ture twigs were thawed over a period of approximately 6 hours and higher 
temperature levels in successively less time. Following the cold treatment, 
the twigs-were placed in a greenhouse in medium similar to the usual method 
of propogation of camellias by cuttings. A week later records of the condi­
tion of each twig subjected to each temperature was recorded. Injury to twigs 
was apparent by discoloration of the foliage in most varieties. In a few va­
rieties injury was indicated by dropping of the leaves. Leaf in j uryappeared 
to-" bea reliable "index of susceptibility of twigs to cold injury since itwas 
observed that where leaves showedconsiderable injury as evidenced by dis­
coloration, the leaf buds and stems were also injured proportionately. 

The results of cold treatments of twigs are shown in the classified list of 
varieties according to the relative resistance to cold. The hardiest varieties 
withstood .7°F. below zero with little or no injury whereas the tenderest va­
rietyvAlba Plena., showed considerable injury at 14°F. This indicates that 
,the hardier varieties probably will withstand temperatures without injury 
about 20° lower than the tenderest variety under similar conditions, 

(Continued on page 21) 
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To The .Ledies . . . from page i 6 

~ , trim is und er one dollar. I am sure COUNCILMAN 'S 
it would enhance the app earance of 
the camell ia pl ant very much. 

Camellia p lants are a .perfect gift 
CAMELLIA 

ACRES in time of sorrow. Th e lovely 
bl oo n;-s ~-;;'-n~ 'b r ing comfort and wiil 

<:../V exp ress your sympathy to the family 
for many years afterward. 

When you are p reparin g a camel­
Ju st We st of Peck Road 
11549 East Bryant Road 

lia plant for gift giving, syringe the 
leaves thor 'oly. If there are buds or 

ELMONTE open blossoms which would be 
harmed by the water , lift them one 

Phone FOrest 8-6582 at a tim e out of range of. the spray. 
r-' If thi s is not possible a gentle rub ­

<:../V bin g of each leaf with a soft cloth 
will groom the pl ant effec tively. The 
improvement in its appearance will 
ju stify thi s additional eff ort. Then 
a qui ck trip to the fl or ist for that 

Wholesale &Retail Growers 

STANDARD AND 
paper aro und the ' can and taffeta 

RARE VARIETIES bow of the right shade to cornpl e­
ment the blossoms and your camel­
lia gift is ready for deli very. 

Try the Sasanquas as gifts thi s 
season. Happily, 'the Japonicas and 
Sasanquas are as suitable for a lady 
as for a gentleman. 

If the recip ient has been a lon g 
time collec tor of camellia Japonica, 
no doubt the shaded ' area s in his 
garden have long since been p lanted. 
Now is the time to sur prise him with 
a lovely Sasan qua variety which can 
stand sun and heat. 

CAM ELLIAS is some times , The darker fl owers indicate more 
caused by poor drain age or irregularity sun tol erance. Sawadas' Vel vety is 
of water, but the [requently unrecog­ one; Hu gh Evans, Hiryo, Hichifu­
nized cause is T H RIP IN JURY IN kujin, Tanya 'and many more are 
THE FALL. Often Camelli a Buds prom- ' excelle nt in exposed locations. 
ise beaut iful blooms, which never keep Ask your nurser yman for the 
their pro mise . . . . never ope n. This growth hab its of a particular va­
is usuall y due to Thrip s. Y ou can KILL 

riety.When a choice is made, makeTHRIPS and provide long-l asti ng con ­
a memo of the directions to pass on trol of th em with D estruxol' s PYRE·
 

N ONE.
 with the plant. 
I have seen the exquisite Mali­

flo ra Lindley as an espalier . Th ere 
must ha ve been four hu ndred blos­

.' Pasadena 1, Cal ifornia 
' . DESTRUXOL C~D 

soms out the day I beheld it last 

BUD D ROP on 

I ' l ' winter at Don and Blanche Mille r's . 
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NOMENCLATURE 8 ISSUES OF THE MAGAZIN ~ SPECIAL 
BOOK REPORTS The Camellia Review 
N EW issued 

EDIT ION each year periodically 

All These Are Included in Your Membership 
to The Southern California Camellia Society 

for onl y 

$5.00 the year 

Open meetings ar e held on the second 
Thursday m onthly, November to April, in ­
c1usive, at the a ud itorium of the Pasadena 
City Co llege li bra ry, 1500 block East Colo­
rado ' St reet , Pa sadena. Flowe r exhibit a t 
7 :30 p.m ., prog ra m a t 8 :00 . 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

BOARD OF .DIRECTORS, SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY, 
c/ o Secreta ry, 40 N. San Rafael Ave., Pa sa dena 2, Cal ifarn ia 

I hereb y make application fo r membersh ip in your soci ety a nd en:::lose $ 5 .00 
for t he cur rent yea r's dues. ' 

," 

r p iecse print or type ) (Husband and wife combined same 

. Str eet .... . __ . __ ..... . __ . ._." _.__ . , 

City .__ . .. _. . . .. . . . __ . Zone __ ,. __ ... __ __ Sta te __ . _ 

Business _ __ , __ _.._.__ __ . .__._..__ .. _. '.. ._ _ _ _. , 

Sponsor , --- -.. -. ------ --.-.-. .-- -. -----.-_.-.-.i~i~i~~tU';~-,--.-- - --.-- -- -. 

' APPLICATION MAY BE MADE BY LETTER IF ,PREFERRED 

;" 
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• For the very best in Camel­

lias shop at Bamico, your 

one stop Garden Center. 

For the finest in H ouse 

Pl ants we suggest a vis it 

through our greenhouses. 

~ . • 

352 EAST GLENARM m EET · PA SA DE'J,', " (f ill 

CArnE LLIA 

RESEARCH
 

BULLfTln 
A MUST FOR
 

YOUR CAMELLIA LIBRARY
 

The result of 3 year' s wor k of 
the Horticultural Research Com­
m ittee of the Southern Califor­
nia Came ll ia Society . Contains 
autho ritative in fo rm at ion wh ich 
will he lp you in growing your 
own camellias. Th is 80 page 
summary of camellia kn ow,ledge 
wi ll make an idea l gi ft to your 
non -member fr iend. 

ORDER FROM 

S£cre t a ry $ 1.2 5 th e capy 

40 N. San Rafael Pa sadena 2, Ca lif. 

• 18 
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AS I SEE IT . ~ . f rom pag e 2 

ones which are of doubtful . value . 
The better seeds-a-the bi g fat ones . 
which germinate quickly and make 
rugged pl ant s- sink to the' bottom 

~ 

of the container, while the weaker 
ones and those which may take lon­
ger periods to germinate and grow, 
or possib ly not germinate at all, 
float on the top of the water." 

He al so recommended again st 
keeping the peat roo ting medium, or 
what ever, too wet, because it has a 
tend ency to rot the seeds . " Damp but 
not wet," is the word. 

Th e floatin g and sinking pa r t is 
the meat to the ab ove; because it's a 
nice easy method of automatically 
grading the seed as to qua lity-and 
saving .expenditure of unnecessary 
effor t. The soaking in water part has 
been recommended before. Bill 
Woodr oof (So. Cal. Bulletin, April, 
]946) once remarked, "Mr . Gerbing 
says you ' should soak the seed over 
night in a .glass of water, but as far 
as I can see, it ,vorks ju st as well 
without water. I have even lef t them 
lying aro und for six weeks, and had 
good results." 

In the " American Camellia Quar. 
terly" for July; 1950 , Mrs. Joel W. 
Mann of Va ldosta, Ga. , recommends 
"cracking the seeds sli ghtly with a 
nut cracker near the eye," an d H. M. 
Butt erfield, in the publication of the 
Californ ia Agricultural Extension 
Service of the Univ er sity of Califor ­
nia , " Camell ia Culture in Califor ­
nia ," says , "To hasten germination, 
the shell may be carefully cracked. 
Some growers bore holes in the shell 
so that water may be admitted 
easily." ( ! ) 

Personally, I p refer to put the 
seed und er the heel of my cowboy 
boots and j ust stomp ! 

* '* * 
Some of our ' advertisers. even 

those most faithfu l an d of long 
. (Turn to page 23) 

• 

SOMETHING ABOUT FERTILIZER . . . from page 5 

not force a lush growth, but normal strong growth. Organics carry a por­
tion of minor elements which are essential for p la nt develo pment. Lea f 
mold and stable manure carry harmones which act as a boo s!er to the 
necessary elements. . 

Phosphorus, known in fertilizer as pho sphoric acid or super phosphate, 
is essential for a ll cell division, that is plant grow th. It is also believed 
to influence early formation of the roo t system and early vegeta tive g:tio'wth . 
It gives plan ts a fas t start, hastens maturi ty and aids bud formatio n and. 
development. . . 

Potassium or potas h is probably most useful as a neutralizer of oxa lic 
ac id, which is a by-product of the photosynthesis of carbon dioxide and 
water into starch, which can now be used as plant food . A deficiency of 
potash makes the plant more sub ject to diseases especia ll y fun gus diseases. 
Potash exer cises a beneficia l effect upon the vigor and disease-resi stance of 
plants. It aid s in the growth of strong stiff branches an d promotes the 
p roduction of sugar, sta rches an d oil s and improves the quality of the 
flowers. It also helps ha rden out the new growth so that it will no t be 
seriously injured by early cold weather, and it helps .the development and 
setting of the flower buds. 

Oxygen and Hydrogen, the elements of water, and Carbon in the fo rm 
of carbon dioxide, form starches and sugar. Remember , the plants get 
these elements fro m t he air and water, which is taken in by the leaves. That 
is why it is important to keep the foliage clean and free from sca le. Th e 
other elements are obtained from the soi l af ter becoming soluble by proper 
watering and are taken in by the feed roots. I emphasize these ele ments 
and how they are ob tained now as they have a prominent part in my fina l 
explanation as to how I th ink they are used. 

Calcium is found in the outer walls of cells and gives them strength 
and adds to the vigor of the p lan t. 

Magnesi um is an essential element of chlorophy ll, the green coloring 
matter in the fo liage. Since chlorophy ll syn thesizes p lan t sta rches, it is 
necessary for p lant growth. 

Featuring 
JOSHUA YOUTZ 

and other Daiks, See th em. 

.... Specta cu ta r 

N
UCCIO'S'
 
URSEBIES 

3555 CHANEY TRAIL 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 

SYcamore 4-3383 

~~ 
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Let us thi nk of a camell ia pl ant as a factory, but let us a lways rememb er 
thi s factory was made by God and for th at reason is pe rfec t in eve ry de­
tail. It is a lso au tomatic, in th at eac h part does its work in th e prop er 
season and in regular cycles. Because of my lack of technical kn owledge, 
it will be necessary fo r me to use very simple ter ms in tryin g to explain ' 
how I think our factory does its wor k. ' 

For instance, during my boyh ood days it was genera lly understo od th at 
th e sap in pl ants started to ri se in early sp ring and continued through th e 
growing season, then in th e fall season it began to fall and continued 
th rou gh th e dormant peri od when all growth stops. I th ink th e plant ex­
pert s have decided that there is no rise or fall of the sap in plants. It 
does its work by transp iration , but it is the medium by which food is pa ssed 
f rom one part of the plant to anot he r. 

We will now go back to our factory and see how I th ink it works. It 
ha s two di stin ct working sectio ns each of th em manufacturing food for 
the plant. Th e top section of our factory, or plant , is th e foliage and thi s 
gets th e elements such as oxygen, hydrogen an d ca rbon dioxide from the 
ai r and water and manufactu res . them into sta rches and sugar. My idea 
is tha t th e food not needed for immed iate use is stored for future use, as 
th e bott om sectio n of our fac tory, or plant, which is the root sys tem, is 
al so at work manufactu ring its pa rt of the food supp ly fr om the so il, as 
all th e oth er necessar y elements such as nit ro gen, phosphorus and potas­
sium a re obtained fr~~the soil ~fter beco ming soluble by water . 

Now that we are in th~-l)TO Ce S S of manufacturing our food, th e sap 
takes over and acts as an-eleva tor to carry th e food manufactured by the 
roots to all parts of the p lant for normal grow th and devel opment. Some­
ho w, I think th e leaves are furn ished a littl e more of this pl ant food th an 
is necessary for th eir use an d they store it with the sugar an d starches th ey 
ha ve manufactu red fr om the ai r, and mayb e th e chlorophyll , or gree n color­
ing in th e leaves. with th e aid of the sunlight, combines th em into, th e pro· 
teins so necessa ry to a ll life. 

-~ Now the growing cycle is over. , The root system, or lower section, ha s 
fini shed its job and wi ll go in to a rest season, or dormant pe riod du ri ng 
which it does no work . Our leaves. or top section, will no w take ,over and 
finish-itheir cycle. I have ass umed that th e leaves sto red th e foods th ey 
ma nufactu red th at was not needed for grow th together with some foods 
f rom th e roots. This sto red food is no t needed by the leaves as th ey have 
finished th eir grow th, so we use our elevator , the sap, to convey this food 
back to other pa rt s of th e p la nt to fini sh the development and opening of 
the buds and to the roo t sys tem to feed it and strengthen it for it s next 
cycle of work. . You will note our facto ry never ceases work and it grows 
larger an d more beautiful eac h year if you feed it properly. 

I kn ow thi s is a very cr ude manner of telling just what happens in th e 
pl ant and I do not doubt that mu ch of it is wrong. My only purpose in 

' writing it is to interest camell ia lovers in thi s part -of th e work and to 
induce some expert to exp lai n it to us in as plain a way as possible. 

Anyway, I l ike to th ink thi s is how'it ope rates because it seems so simp le. 
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CHARACTERISTICS . . , from page 15 

In st udying the rel ati ve win ter hardiness of varieties in the tabl es there is 
no indica tion that color of bl oom or season of bloom is an index of th e win­
ter ha rdiness of pl ant s. The re lat ive varieta l hard iness of flower bu ds is 
often quite diff erent from the relat ive varieta l hardiness of the pl ants. Some 
varieties having the mo st resistant flower buds are produced on th e least 
resistant plants; conversely some of the most cold resistant plants produce 
some of the least res ista nt flo wer buds. 

Flowering Characteristics 

Time of Bloom : The bl oomi ng season of camelli as usua lly extends over a 
period of abo ut 7 months, from Sep tember to April. In a landscap e plantin g 
where several varieties of came llias are used, it is usually desirable to selec t 
varieties that will provid e a succession of bl ooms througho ut th e entire sea ­
so n if temperatures are mild in winter. In areas whe re winter is likely to be 
rath er severe it is advisabl e to use more of th e cold resistant ea rl y bl ooming 
varieties so that plant s will bl oom befo re Jan ua ry an d February when the 
Iowest temp eratures of winter usually occur. Some of th e best varieties 
bloom in midw inter and late winter and these varie ties sho uld not be over­
looked, particular ly in areas near th e Gulf Coast where blooms are less 
Iikely to be seve rly injured in mi dwinter. 

Color of Bloom : Th e preference of th e individua l usua lly determines the 
.c olor of blo oms selec ted. A wide cho ice of colors is availa ble to meet vario us 
preference and re quirements. 

Type of Bloom: Th e type of bloom of each varie ty has been indicat ed in 
th e table according to th e types illustrat ed in the acco mpaning drawing. In 
most va rieties onl y one type bl oom is produced; however , some va rieties 
may produce more than one type. In selecting varieties for cutflowers uses, ­
th e type of bl oom is usually important , bu t in la ndscap e p lantings th e mass 
col or effec t of the fl owering p lant sho uld be a greater consideration than 
the type of bl oom. Th e landscap e value ofsorne va rieties that produce single 
or semidoub le type bloo ms is often overlooked. 

Produ ction of Blooms: Th ere are inherited tendenc ies of each variety to ­
wa rd heavy or li ght flower production ; al so, th ere are seve ra l environmenta l 
f actors that affect the quanti ty of bl oom s produced by a va rie ty . Plants 
-grow ing in dense shade tend to p roduce fewer fl owers than th ose growing 
in sun. Under satisfactory growing con ditions , plants highl y fertilized with 
nitrogen and ad equ atel y supplied with wa ter tend to produ ce more vegeta tive 
growth and fewer fl owers. Altho ugh these enviro nmen ta l fa ctors aff ect 
flo wer production, th e tabl es ind ica te th e inherited fl ower p rod uction ten­
dency of each variety . 

" Bull -nose" Tendency: " Bull -nose" is a con di tion th at frequently occur s ill 
which fl ower buds swell, show color and drop off the p lant witho ut full y 
open ing. The con dition occur s more f requ ently duri ng mil d ,winter when th e 
last stage of fl ower deve lopment is rapid. During re la tively cold win ters 
when the developement of fl ower buds is slow , there are few " bull -nose" 
bl ooms. The percentage of th ese bl ooms produced will vary with different 
va rieties. Th e reco rds on thi s tendency in the tables were tak en during the 
mild winter of 1949-50 when conditions were fa vorable fo r " bull-nose" de­
velop ment. 
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finished th eir grow th, so we use our elevator , the sap, to convey this food 
back to other pa rt s of th e p la nt to fini sh the development and opening of 
the buds and to the roo t sys tem to feed it and strengthen it for it s next 
cycle of work. . You will note our facto ry never ceases work and it grows 
larger an d more beautiful eac h year if you feed it properly. 

I kn ow thi s is a very cr ude manner of telling just what happens in th e 
pl ant and I do not doubt that mu ch of it is wrong. My only purpose in 
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In st udying the rel ati ve win ter hardiness of varieties in the tabl es there is 
no indica tion that color of bl oom or season of bloom is an index of th e win­
ter ha rdiness of pl ant s. The re lat ive varieta l hard iness of flower bu ds is 
often quite diff erent from the relat ive varieta l hardiness of the pl ants. Some 
varieties having the mo st resistant flower buds are produced on th e least 
resistant plants; conversely some of the most cold resistant plants produce 
some of the least res ista nt flo wer buds. 
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Iikely to be seve rly injured in mi dwinter. 

Color of Bloom : Th e preference of th e individua l usua lly determines the 
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Type of Bloom: Th e type of bloom of each varie ty has been indicat ed in 
th e table according to th e types illustrat ed in the acco mpaning drawing. In 
most va rieties onl y one typ e bl oom is produced; however , some va rieties 
may produce more than one type. In selecting varieties for cutflowers uses, ­
th e typ e of bl oom is usually important , bu t in la ndscap e p lantings th e mass 
col or effec t of the fl owering p lant sho uld be a greater consideration than 
the typ e of bl oom. Th e landscap e value ofsorne va rieties that produce single 
or semidoub le type bloo ms is often overlooked. 

Produ ction of Blooms: Th ere are inherited tendenc ies of each variety to ­
wa rd heavy or li ght flower production ; al so, th ere are seve ra l environmenta l 
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nitrogen and ad equ atel y supplied with wa ter tend to produ ce more vegeta tive 
growth and fewer fl owers. Altho ugh these enviro nmen ta l fa ctors aff ect 
flo wer production, th e tabl es ind ica te th e inherited fl ower p rod uction ten­
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" Bull -nose" Tendency: " Bull -nose" is a con di tion th at frequently occur s ill 
which fl ower buds swell, show color and drop off the p lant witho ut full y 
open ing. The con dition occur s more f requ ently duri ng mil d ,winter when th e 
last stage of fl ower deve lopment is rapid. During re la tively cold win ters 
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bl ooms. The percentage of th ese bl ooms produced will vary with different 
va rieties. Th e reco rds on thi s tendency in the tables were tak en during the 
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Relative Cold Resistance: Records on cold resistance of the fl ower b~d s 
were taken from plants growing in a p lot of land in Luceda le, Mississippi. 
Th ese records were taken December 21-22, 1950, four weeks after plants ha d 
been exposed to a minim um temp eratu re of 18°F. Buds of uniform size were 
collec ted on the north side of plants, bi sected and ra ted according to the 
degree of injury. Th e fl ower buds of a few var ieties were not injured by the 
cold while in other varieties different degrees of injury were ap parent. He- : 
sistance of fl ower buds of various varie ties to cold injury had been classified , 
as shown in the accomp anying lists. Varieties listed as most resistant showed ' 
litt le or no cold injury of the fl ower buds. Varieties having a preponderance 
of bud s with 10 percent to 75 percent of total fl ower parts injured are listed 
as int ermediate resistan ce to cold . Th e least resistant fl ower buds ha d a pre· 
pond erance of buds with 75 percent to 100 percent of the total Flower parts 

~ injured, 

Note in tab le that varieties ha ving a relati vely la rge number of petals, 
such as the .formal doub le type, a re generally most susceptible to cold 
injury. Themost resistant types incl ude sing le, semidouble and peony forms. 
Color of blo om apparently is not an index of cold resistan ce since various 
color s are included in the most resi sta nt var ieties. 

Bud Drop Following an 18°F . Freeze: Du ring January and Feb ru ary or' 
1951 observa tions were recorded on the rela tive quantity of flower buds tha t 
dr opp ed off the plants of certain varieties in Lucedale, Mississippi, fol ­
lowing the cold inju ry. Note that bud drop among varie ties was not always 
p roportional to the degree of cold in jury. Varieties that showed li tt le or no 
bud dr op even though the buds were injured by cold often pr oduced a good 
display of flo wers when the weather was suitable for the bloom to open. 

Flowering Follouiing an 18°F . Freeze: In man y cases of rath er severe cold 
in jury, the fl owers ope n as in norm al developm ent. Discolorati on of the 
fl ower was often noticeab le, particula rl y the lighter colored blooms; how­
ever, man y varieties with dark fl owers appeared to be ' norma l if riot exam ­
ined closely. From a landscape stan dpo int, the display of fl owers was of ten 
effec tive since injury was noticeable only up on close examination. Inj ured 
buds tha t develop int o open fl owers usually shatter easily and cannot be 
used commerciall y. 

The second part of this article consists of tabl es, showi ng the flowering 
and vegetative characteristics of 8 7 varieties of camell ias. These tables con­
tain valuable informat ion well worth preserving for the camellia fancier. 
Besides the customary tabulations of " rate of growth" and " shape of plant" 
these tabl es contain such hard-to-find d~t a as " Bull -nose tendency" and " Bud 
drop following 18 degrees F. cold." Also there is a complete tabulatio n of 
the 87 varieties as to " relative cold -resistance of leaves and twigs," and 
" relative cold resistance of flower buds." These tables will be pub lished in 
[ul l in the .December issue. 
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AS I SEE IT . . . from page 18 

stan ding, have disappeared from our 
pa ges recently. Now why is th is ? 
The only rea son ' why an advertiser 
cancels out is because the sales re­
tu rns fr om a certa in medi um no 
lon ger ju stify the expenditure in 
that medium. 

Us advert isin g managers an d edi­
tor s in the business of publishi ng 
camell ia magazin es constantly as­
sure our advertisers that our periodi­
ca ls go in to the home s of the most 
se lect peop le, who have gobs and 
gobs of money to spend. And that's 
true, by and large. Could it be that 
such people have the money but 
don't spend it ? Or if they do spen d 
it , do they fail to patronize the ad ­
vertisers? 

Th is is a question which is causing 
your staff perennial reaching for the 
aspi rin , and to date nobo dy has 
come up with a satisfying answer. 

( Turn to next page) 

CAMELLIA SEED
 
The 1951 crop of camellia seed 
has been received from the 
Huntington Botanic Gardens 
and is ready for sale. Price to 
members of the society $2.50 
per hundred: tel others $5.00 
per hundred. Transportation 
charges and tax paid when pay­
ment is rece ived with order, 
otherwise they are included ' in 
bill. Receipts from sales of this 
seed are used by the Garden 
Committee in p rocuring new 
and rare plants for the garden. 

Camellia Specialists
 
CHOICE AND POPULAR VARIETIES 

Our recent introductions include .... 

PRIDE OF DESCANSO MRS. HOWARD ASPER 

MARY CHARLOTTE F. G. #2 

One of the largest collections of Coirtellias in the world 
is located at our Descanso Gardens in La Ccinada; 

WHOLESALE GROWERS 

We Refer Y our Enquiry To Your Local N urseryman 

DESCANSO DISTRIBUTORS, INC.
 
CHINO _CALIFORNIA 
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Relative Cold Resistance: Records on cold resistance of the fl ower b~d s 
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AS I SEE IT .. . fr om page 23 

If you a re the herm it type and 
a ren' t fam ili ar al read y with Frank 
Griffin's line publication "C amel­
lian ," which he gets out fo ur times 
a year fo r the South Carolina Ca­
m~lI i a Society, you rea ll y owe it to 
yourself to wr ite in and get a sample 
copv of his ma gazine for f ree. It 's 
reall y tops in the field of spec ia lty 
pub licat ions, and a lways carries 
some good, sound inf orm ation that 
the camellia fan can put to quick 
use. 

Sin ce sta rting in the camell ia pub­
lish ing business abo ut a year ago, 
Fra nk has snowba lled his ma gazine 
fro m 0 circulation to a ro und 1200 
copies per issue. He's one of th ose 
hum an dynamos, so I'm told , who 
never let up. No question but what 
Frank deserves a vote of than ks fr om 
all camell ia publicatio ns editors for 
giving them the shot in the arm that 
induced them to snap out of it, and 
pu t some life into thei r pub lications 
so they wouldn' t be left too far be­
hind ea ting Frank's dust. 

Frank's the first to admit he's no 
autho ri ty on th e sub ject, and ope r· 
ates his own growi ng on the prin ­
ciple of " by guess an d by gosh." 
But he's the type that goes ri ght out 
and ro pes the best autho rs, th e bes t 
i llu strators and makes up a ma g. 
that is a lways interesting. 

~ :. * * 
Anybody seen Ruf us, my carrier 

pigeon lately ? Th at doggoned bird 
hasn' t been home in a mont h . Last 
time I saw him, he was tr yin g to 
keep pace with a fl ock of wild geese, 
head ed for Mexico. When he gets 
back, he'd bett er have a good article 
about Camell ias Below the Border 
in his · bea t-up bi ll , or else he'd 
better hunt another dovecot, that 's 
a ll. 
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Gard en Books 
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2446 HUNTINGTON DRIVE 0 SAN MARINO 0 AT. 9·41 76 
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nials, Bedding Plants, Patio and Ga rde n Furniture, Barbecues and 
Equipment, Unusual Giftware, Books on Garden ing, Seeds, Bulbs, 

Tools, Ga rden Supp lies. 
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I 1700 National Boulevard • Los Angeles 34 , California ' 
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